THE THACHER SCHOOL, founded in 1889, is an independent,
STUDENT coeducational boarding school offering a rigorous college preparatory
curriculum for students in grades nine through twelve.

QUESTIONNAIRE
AND ESSAYS

Students and faculty at Thacher share a lively curiosity, energy, and
an enthusiasm for learning. It is a school in which cooperation, trust,
honesty, and respect are the cornerstones of community life.

Please answer the following questions on this form. On a separate piece (or pieces) of paper, write on two of the essay topics.
Please attach your essays to this form.

Name Applicant for Grade

Please share with us any scholastic honors, awards, or positions of responsibility you have held at your school during the last
three years:

How would you rate yourself in the following areas compared to other students in your grade? Please mark your ability level in
one of the four corresponding columns:

Self Evaluation Outstanding Good Average Below Average
Study Habits

Writing Ability

Math Ability

Leadership

Self-Confidence

Independence

Ambition

Athletic Ability

Creativity

Public Speaking

Ability to Make and Keep Friends

Have you ever held a job of any sort? If so, please give details.

(over)
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In the chart below, please describe any extracurricular activities you have been involved in over the last few years. Activities
might include arts, sports, community service, and various after-school commitments. Please list the activities in approximate

order of importance to you.

Number of Do You Plan to Pursue
Activity Years Involved Levels, Positions, Awards, or Comments at Thacher?
(Example) Basketball 3 years Club team, starting guard Yes
(Example) Piano 4 years Weekly lessons, jazz band Yes

Thacher offers its students a broad experience with high expectations, demanding academic responsibilities, a rigorous daily
and weekly schedule, and certain freedoms. As a school, we emphasize values that build a strong community: cooperation, trust,

honesty, and respect for self and others. Why are you well suited for this kind of environment?

ESSAYS

On separate paper, please write essays on two of the following topics. Be frank, and express yourself as clearly and fully as you
can. Attach your two typed essays to this form.

# George Bernard Shaw stated that: “A life spent making mistakes is not only more honorable but more useful than a life spent in
doing nothing.” Tell us about one of your glorious mistakes. What was your intent? What went wrong? What did you learn from the

experience?
# Describe a humorous family story or event that is memorable to you. Why has this experience remained with you through the years?
# On what subject do you disagree with most people, and why?

+ Many application essay prompts till similar soil: they ask about role models or lessons learned or significant achievements. We want
something different. Please write a provocative essay question whose answer will provide insight into who you are—then answer
the question.

Signature of applicant Date

Signature of parent or guardian Date



